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The Methodist Church in Britain receives with deep sadness the news of the
death of His Holiness Pope Francis, and gives thanks for his life and
Christian witness.

Even to the final days of his long life, by his actions and his words, Pope Francis continued to
set forth the gospel of God’s love in Christ. He spoke plainly of the hope that is to be found in
Jesus Christ, showed profound compassion for those who are poor and marginalised, and gave
particular emphasis to God’s demand for global justice. Through his papacy, Francis has
fostered an openness to Christians sharing together in the Church’s life and mission, in ways
which have broken new ground for the Catholic Church. In all these ways, for many Methodists
Pope Francis’s witness to the Christian faith holds a special resonance, and his loss is deeply
felt.

Methodists join in these days in prayer and sympathy with our Catholic sisters and brothers,
who have lost their Holy Father, recognising the pain that this brings. Methodists will also offer
prayers in the days ahead for the Catholic Church, as she navigates this period.

As God receives Pope Francis into God’s arms of love, we pray that he may rest in peace and
rise in glory.

Pope Francis greets attendees at the weekly general audience on October 29, 2014 in Rome.



We had a lovely Easter service on Easter Sunday morning at Dawley Christian
Centre. Rev David Lavender took our service which included holy communion. The
children worked hard on their Easter hats. I'm sure you'll agree Andrea, Aidan and
Chloe did a fantastic job of decorating them. A wonderful time had by all.

Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury District Chair's Travels - Rev. Rachel Parkinson

District Pilgrimage: Day 1

We try to be as environmentally aware as we can when planning the pilgrimage which means
starting and finishing at places served by rail travel. Jo, Steve, Carys and | found ourselves on
the same train from Shrewsbury to Ludlow.

Roger and Adrian reprised their “Pilgrim’s classic” - salmon in soy sauce with stir fried veg and
new potatoes- followed by meringue and fresh fruit salad. Not need for asceticism when it comes
to food!

Carys led us in evening prayers. This week our theme is “Making a Mark” - we began with an art
exercise.



https://www.facebook.com/WolverhamptonandShrewsburyDistrictChair?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV7pKivdTi-yTunDaOdbn0sIpO_unyh_yPigpeXg5VHX_sTYAp8gtpzaJt5fNMRVAtQA9STc9SzwT4DMACv6kA2mn94nJd7rT0XLEFCbg5k_S0ZOc6b4p5qLffv0MDOmoD5l93REDR91JMUBb4plrOsXMzy5UB1B0GSFoRrs27XAurQ36a

Eco News from the Telford Circuit

"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books
alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”
Martin Luther

At this time of year the world seems to be full of life, doesn’t it! Whether you have a
large outside space at your church or just a tiny parking space, there are small
things you can do to support local wildlife. Planting up one pot of flowers or hang-
ing basket or putting up a bat box might be just the thing - :
that sparks a conversation with your neighbours about
why looking after God’s creation is so important to you.
The Methodist Church website has examples (including
from our district) of how even a small space can be trans-

formed and help to build links with local community

groups. Click here: Latest Eco Stories and Updates - The Methodist Church

In our own circuit we look forward to the official opening of - -
Dawley Community Garden on Friday 9" May, which | am sure will inspire us all
with ideas to try out. While you are there, come and find out more about what it
means to be an Eco Church. There will be an opportunity to register on the Eco
Church website and eco-gifts to take away!

Julie and the staff and governors at John Fletcher Primary School have also been
busy planting and on 4™ April their new Prayer Garden was blessed by Rev Andy

(St Michael's Church, Madeley). May it be a place of peace and a blessing and to
all at the school!

Good Friday Service at Dawley Christian Centre

Thank you to everyone who attended the Good Friday
service at Dawley Christian Centre, even though it was a
bit damp, it was still great to be able to worship outside in
the bandstand. It was so lovely to see so many people
from across the Circuit and neighbouring local churches
joining us. Rev Nik Wooller did a very thought provoking _
Good Friday service to poetry, and John Addison was
brilliant, as always, and played his guitar, which somehow .. . ./
makes our singing sound so much better .
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/latest-news/

Dear All,

Cartway Church is holding a soup lunch on the following dates: Friday April
25" and Friday May 30" from 12.00 - 2.00pm.

There is no charge but we will be grateful for donations which will go to
support a Ghanaian Community Health Project.

Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you at any of the times.
The soup will be served upstairs, in the church.

Blessings to all,

Ruth

Pray with us today....

God of grace and hope. Where the warmth of a smile eclipses the sinister sneer —

Let hope stand triumphant. Where an act of kindness undermines an evil deed —

Let hope stand triumphant.

Where a word of peace silences the terrorist’s threat —

Let hope stand triumphant. Where difference is diversity in place of disunity —

Let hope stand triumphant. Where youth is innocent and age is wisdom —

Let hope stand triumphant. Where love is real and faith is kindled —

Let hope stand triumphant. Praying that praise and protest would be partners in our living and in
our praying, that your kingdom may come among us.

Amen.

Find more ways to pray at methodist.org.uk/prayer.

N
Pray wit
us today



http://methodist.org.uk/prayer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR4HD6_MBHjsAtWg3I9TadcEJ8iiEvnbA2TGdUuYczxZaIb002OoOsHN5RVdGA_aem_UFEZ_GCaTHOkXhXNbNCs1Q

Circuit Prayer Space

Circuit Prayer Space on a Monday morning at 8:30am.
Val Smith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Circuit Prayer Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom meeting:

https://zoom.us/j/967164347907?
pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWC{LTWk3NHoyWDVIQT09

Meeting ID: 967 1643 4790
Passcode: 355690

God loves you
unconditionally, no strings attached.
That's the good news.

Faith Space - An online service for all

Starts at 6:30pm on the link below.
Weekly zoom services for anyone and everyone wherever in the world you are!

Join Zoom meeting:

https://zoom.us/j/956510196657
pwd=bGqyVEdvQOcvNDRpWm5HTVBOUDRmMdz09

Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665
Passcode: 395669
God bless you all and see you soon!



https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09

Oakengates United Church

Stafford Road, Oakengates, Telford TF2 6]JH

Coffee Morning
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Serving Delicious Bacon Sandwiches,

Toast, Tea & Coffee

.‘ We use Fairtrade Products
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THE Monday 28th April 2025

FILLING
STATION

Haughmaond
& Wrekin

Join us in April when
the Filling Station
returns to evening
worship, teaching,
prayer, great
hospitality and lighter
nights!

Future dates

s 26th May
® 23rd June

More info at...

7.15 for 7.30pm start

Haughmond & Wrekin Filling Station,
Rodington Village Hall, Shrewsbury,
5Y4 4Q5. 7:30 - 9pm, every 4th Monday.

Main Speaker
Chris Densham

Chris i5 rarmeed to Lyn ard
they have Do adult sons,
Following a call to Ministry,
he trained in Oxford then
spent 22 wears as a Baptist
kinistar. He is well knowr
in this area for his love of
the Cospels and what they
mean in today's world.

Chris was as an Ecumenical Mission Enabler for Telford and
Shropshire frorm 2006 until retirerment in 2023, He is one of
the leaders in the ‘Greenhouse’ movernent.

www.thefillingstation.org.uk/station/

haughmond-wrekin u
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“TEDDY BEAR TRAIL”
&

“V E CELEBRATIONS”

SATURDAY 3f° mAY
&
MONDAY 5™ MAY

FROM 11am-4.30 pm

Follow the Teddy Bear Trail starting at Leegomery Methodist
Church

Collect the Trail Sheet, follow the Trai‘
And as vou go award points out of 10 for each one.

Once you have completed the Trail hand your completed form back
in at the Church then join in with other activities

For the young & young at heart bring along a Teddy Bear to the
Teddy Bears Picnic

Or for everyone lunch or afternoon tea for VE Day
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You are warmly invited to join us for the official
opening of

Dawley Christian Centre
Community Sensory & Prayer Garden

On 9th May 2025 between 1:00-3:00pm

Our garden has been designed to evoke the five senses: sight,
sound, touch, taste and smell. It’s a place to relax.... or if you
prefer, you are welcome to pick up a trowel and do a bit of
weeding. All are welcome.

Cream teas and scones will be served on the day and perhaps
some beautiful fried chicken!

Sponsored by:

@
BENEFACT
TRIIST

The
Grimmitt
Trust

4h Telford & Wrekin

O VEOLIA The Methodist Church" Co-operative Council
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Friday May 16th 2025
at Dawley Christian Centre
9:00am - 12:00 noon

Please call Sharon on 01952
505108 to book a table
Only £5!!!

Come along and grab
yourself a bargain!
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Community Health Centre
March Update

What is needed:
. Hospital beds - A sink for the delivery room
. Awheelchair - Alarger fridge/freezer

. Chairs for the nurses 5
. Delivery equipment

Total cost: £3500—£4000
(depending on exchange rates)

GREAT NEWS: We have raised just
over £4,015 so far... let’s keep going!

Please consider donating your Easter Offerings
this year so that our fundraising can start
making a difference by the summer!
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Lawley Summer Pop-ups Planning. _

As part of our Circuit project in Lawley we would like to run a : 2 I
series of pop-up events over the summer. These might .
include outdoor coffee mornings, crafts, arts and a harvest
festival.

If you would like to be involved in planning and delivering
these events please come to a meeting at Wellington
Methodist Church on Tuesday 6th May at 19:30.

We are looking to garner creative ideas and willing hands
from across the Circuit.

Look forward to seeing you
John Parkin (Local Lay Pastor - Project Coordinator)

Circuit Children and Young People Growth Group - Thursday 8th May.

There will be a meeting for all those involved in work amongst Children and Young People. The meeting
will be held at Dunwell Methodist Church on Thursday 8th May. It will start at 19:30 and will finish by
21:00.

There will be some general discussion about opportunities for working together across the Circuit. There
are some specific points on the agenda including:

e Circuit Summer Youth Event
e Plans for attending 3Generate
Appointment of Children and Young People Worker

If you are aware of anything else that needs adding to the agenda please let John Parkin know
(john@telfordmeth.org.uk). John will be chairing the meeting on behalf of the Circuit Leadership Team.

Dear Friends,
| do a lot of "extreme" indoor rowing.

From 11" May, a group from my rowing class, will each be
rowing 7 marathons in 7 days in aid of MND and Severn
Hospice.

We are being encouraged to seek sponsorship from friends
and contact groups etc.

If anybody is able to sponsor me for this event it will be

greatly appreciated. | have attached the QR code for the

giving page, but if anybody is not familiar/able to use this

method, please let me know so that alternative

arrangements can be made. o s

i [\ %= Severn
%/ Hospice

Thank you.

Dave

Dave Williams from Admaston Methodist Church
(Please contact Circuit office for Dave’s contact details—thank you)
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A tribute to those who served




Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land

Holiness, letting go, and being a fully present Church today

| A Day of Exploration

with Rev Dr Gary Hall

Saturday 17" May

i 10.30am at Church Stretton Methodist Church

Rev Dr Gary Hall is a Methodist Minister and tutor in preaching and ethics
at The Queen's Foundation, Birmingham

—

Rew Dr Gary Hall

Please join us for a day of reflection and
conversation as we explore what it means
to be a faithful, present and adaptable
church in today's changing world

Tea and coffee will be served from 10.00am
We expect to finish around 3.30pm
Bring a packed lunch, drinks will be provided

I '.:I' ;| can this OR code
PeE o watch an interview with Gary Hall
| or go to: https:/fwww.youtube_com/watch ?PveszjT2eb-RoQ

Church Stretton Methodist Church is just off the A49, and very close to the railway station.

This is an initiotive of the Shropshire and farches AMetiadlist Cinewit.
Frignds from ather Circuits and ecumenical partners will be weltame to join ws to explore foith together.
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Advanced Safeguarding Course

Stephanie Bradley, Assistant District Safeguarding Officer is doing Advanced
Safeguarding Training in the Telford Circuit on Saturday 24th May 2025, starting
at 10am at Wellington Methodist Church.

If you are unsure as to whether you are due to attend a course please contact
either your Church Safeguarding Officer or Sharon in the Circuit Office on 01952
505108.

Registration will be from 9:30am with a prompt start at 10am, finishing around
1pm.

Please book directly with Stephanie by calling 07494 734 473 or email:
StephanieBradley@birminghammethodist.org.uk

Thank you.

SAFEGUARDING

Creating Safer Space

Please get in touch if you have something to share.

Contact:
< O circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk
1 or 01952 505108
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Who Cares? An introduction to pastoral care

Who Cares?

In response to Our Calling, Methodist people are to help others to
grow and learn as Christians, through mutual support and care.

Who Cares? is a series of four 2-hour online sessions that introduces
participants to pastoral practice.

» Session 1: Introduction to Pastoral Care

» Session 2: Discipleship and Hospitality

e Session 3: Listening and Prayer

» Session 4: Pastoral Care in Difficult Times

The Methodist Church
DATE ©
In response to Our Calling, Methodist people are to help others to grow and 04 June - 25 June
learn as Christians, through mutual support and care. Who Cares?is a series
of four 2-hour sessions that introduces participants to the possibilities of TIME
pastoral care — creating appropriate environments and developing practices 7:00pm -9:00pm
that welcome, support and care for others in their role. It draws on insights
and underpinning knowledge in the areas below: ONLINE

This is an online event at On Zoom Go to event website

Session L: Introducing Pastoral Care (4/6)

TAGS
Session 2: Welcome and Hospitality in Pastoral Care (11/6)

Pastoral Care
Session 3: Listening and Prayer in Pastoral Practice (18/6)

CATEGORIES

Session 4 Care in Difficult Times and Self-care in Pastoral Practice (25/6) Open to everyone

All sessions will run from 7-9pm. ORGANISER

Link to boolk. James Dewvenish
devenishj@methodistchurch.org.uk
07799902567

Event website link:

Who Cares? An introduction to pastoral care Registration, Wed 4 Jun 2025 at 19:00 |
Eventbrite
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/who-cares-an-introduction-to-pastoral-care-registration-1098782671549?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Bible Studies in the Circuit

Admaston meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month between 10-11:30am. They currently meet
in the home of one of the church family but if the numbers increased they would be happy to
transfer the bible study to church.

Cartway, Bridgnorth has 3 bibles study groups.
Shambles Group meet on 2nd Monday of the month at 10:30am
Orchard House Group meet on 3rd Monday in the month at 10:30am

Greenfields Group meet 3rd Tuesday in the month at 2pm.

Dawley - Bible study group meets for two 5-6 weekly sessions each year. One during Lent the
other during Advent.

Dunwell - has a bible study before church service each Sunday which (service starts at 10am)

Oakengates Bible Reflections Group meet for two series of 5-6 weekly sessions each
year. One of these is in Lent and the other in the autumn. As they usually meet in someone’s
home, we do not include the venue in general publicity.

Online Courses: Monday afternoon at 1:30am, Monday evening at 7:30pm
and Wednesday evening at 8pm. Please contact the Circuit office for the
Zoom link. All are welcome.
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The Church of
St Andrew

& Trinity
Church \&
Shifnal

A\  Becomin
f'q‘-!'l\&) Dementia

7[/\\ Friendly
V.E‘) Church

2023-4

i

Everyday Welcome

We will re-open on Monday 13th January
at St Andrew’s Church.

Wishing all our visitors and volunteers a blessed
and Happy New Year, and looking forward to
providing a warm welcome for everyone in 2025.

Open Monday, Wednesday , Thursday, Friday
10:30am - 2:00pm
Tuesdays 10:30-12:30pm
Come and join us for a friendly chat &
refreshments. Delicious light lunches served
from 12 Noon each day except Tuesday.
It’s free. Donations welcomed!
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Stay & Play Under 5’s Playgroup

at Dawley Christian Centre

High Street
Dawley
TF4 2EX

Every Monday & Tuesday from
9:30-11:30am.

We have lots of space and plenty of toys so

bring the kids and let’s make some noise!
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Coffee Morning at Cartway
Methodist Church, Bridgnorth

On the 1st Saturday of each month

Wellington Methodist Church

Are having All Age Drop-in Craft

between 10am —12 midday there is a
Coffee Morning at Cartway Methodist
Church. each month.

Sessions on the second Saturday of

There's going to be a great raffle,. The sessions are FREE and start at

10am-11:45am.

All are welcome. ) )
You are welcome to drop in any time.

Everyone is welcome.

Coffee Mornings
at Horsehay

Every Wednesday:
10.30am - 12.00 :nnn

Join us for tea/coffee,
fellowship and lots of

chat GWE
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‘ Ladies’ Fellowship at Horsehay
'JFI Second Tuesday of each month

e lf}‘\ﬁ?‘?h - A in the vestry @2.30pm
@d"" Wbl P\ANe  ALL WELCOME - BRING A FRIEND!

Painting for Pleasure at Horsehay Methodist Church
Informal ant groups (no tutor, but [ots of chat and helping each other with tips and
techniques).  Whatewver vour skill level if vou enjoy drawing andior

painting, why not come and join us? Thursday and Friday mornings
1000 - 1220, £5.00 per session,

Wool Wanted

If anyone has any spare balls of wool they
don’t need, can you let Sharon (01952

505108) in the Circuit office know please? Bereavement Ca Fe

At Dawley we are making knitted and
crocheted blankets for the dementia

) ) . A monthly opportunity to meet and chat with
patients at the Princess Royal Hospital.

others who have been bereaved,

The colourful blankets help patients, hosted by members of local churches.
particularly those with dementia, to find

their way back to bed more easily — and
also see the edge of the bed more clearly
when getting in and out. They also provide
a more homely feel to the wards. Thank 2:30-4:00pm

you. Wellington Methodist Church
Calling all knitters: blankets wanted for pa-

Second Monday of each month

tients with dementia — SaTH



https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/

Albrighton
Methodist Church

Regular church activities

Cafe Central
Every Thursday 10.00 to 12.00

Excellent coffee!
Meet with friends, old and new.

Sing a Long
2" and 4t Fridays in the month.
2.00to 3.30

Join in with "Old Time" songs
and songs from the musicals.

£2 per head.

Monthly Cafe

First Saturday in the month 10.00 to 12.00
With high quality bric-a-brac and
book stalls.

Open Door

First Tuesday in the month
7.30109.00

Wide variety of speakers

ranging from singing, wildlife,

travel logs, health related.......

£2 per head. Speaker usually puts fees to a charity.
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The calling of the

Methodist Church
IS to respond to the

gospel of God’s love

in Christ and to live
out its discipleship in
worship and mission
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The Methodist Church




