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Telford Methodist Circuit      
Newsletter   

22nd October 2026 

Methodist Church expresses concern at court 
decision for Tent of Nations 

 
 
 

16 October 2026 

 
The Methodist Church has expressed its grave concern at a decision by an Israeli Military  
Committee imposing conditions on the Tent of Nations in Palestine which threatens the  
community's existence. 
 
The Tent of Nations is a 100-acre farm six miles southwest of Bethlehem and a Christian  
educational and ecological centre that promotes peace over hatred in the region. 
 
On 8 October 2026, an Israeli Military Committee rejected the farm's land registration application. 
Established in 1916, the Nassar family have been welcoming people from around the world,  
including many Methodists, for decades. The land was purchased more than 100 years ago by 
the Nassar family, who hold original registration and deed documents dating from the British 
Mandate. In 2017, the farm received the World Methodist Peace Award. 
 
Recently, the family has experienced restrictions on  
access to their land. The farm stands alone as a site of 
hope in a valley where illegal Israeli settlements have  
encroached on land held for generations by Palestinians. 
 
The situation illustrates the difficult circumstances 
faced by Palestinians in the West Bank, where the  
illegal occupation of the territory has contributed to  
settler violence and the ethnic cleansing of many areas, 
with these actions often going unchallenged by the  
Israeli government. 
 
The Methodist Church will be working with its  
ecumenical partners and others to respond to the  
court's decision and to support the Nassar family and  
the Tent of Nations. 
 
We pray for the Nassar family, for the Tent of Nations  
and for all those who seek peace and justice. 

https://tentofnations.com/
https://balasan.org/
https://balasan.org/
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https://www.wmmethodists.org.uk/.../vacancies-paid-roles...  

This month’s story of hope 

                                

A Methodist church in Gloucestershire is connecting      
with its community by offering drinks on the school                   
run. Every Monday morning, whatever the weather, 
members of Stonehouse Methodist Church stand                        
outside their building, which is on a popular walking route to school, from 8-9am. They offer tea, 
coffee and hot chocolate to passersby, mostly families taking their children to school, but also 
people walking to work. “We’re not expecting anyone to come to church because of this,”                         
explained their minister, Jimmy Cullingford. They simply aimed to raise a smile and make a                
connection, hoping eventually to be able to offer prayer. 

 

One day, a couple who couldn’t speak much English came by with their grandchildren and   
asked for their drinks with the help of a translation app. The following Monday, a car stopped by 
the drinks stand and a woman got out for a chat. “My mum and dad have been talking about you 
all week!”, she explained. And consistency is key. One morning someone stopped for a drink, 
explaining: "I forgot my coffee this morning, but I knew the church would be there." Although 
they're talking about coffee, knowing the church is there represents a change in attitude. 
Through simple kindness and being 
in a place where they can bump into 
people, the seeds of warm                     
friendships in the community                    
are being sown.   

 

The church's eco group now put up  
a drinks table when they are working 
in the garden, enabling them to                 
engage more with the community             
as they care for creation. Plans                   
for the future include discipleship 
pathways so that people can ask 
faith questions. One regular has 
asked for a midweek Holy                            
Communion, which could take place 
outside. Jimmy explains that                               
activities like this offer 'low walls' for engagement. People in the community can connect with 
Christians without having to come into the building, and church folk have opportunities to come 
out of the church safely.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wmmethodists.org.uk%2Fnews%2Fvacancies-paid-roles.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETE5NFFGbWl1cGw3Z1BWdm1Tc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHktxmJ4GOhQsvlJVwyMuENANVMk4dAWfrZouaxwB2CpwhA_KMX
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Eco News from the Telford Circuit 

   “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 

for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Save the date!   Saturday 3rd July, 2027 

Telford Circuit Green Day at Dawley Christian Centre 

A chance to come together as a circuit and with our local 
community friends and neighbours to share food, wor-
ship, information and to celebrate all things Eco.  Look 
out for more information to come. 

Eat well and care for creation… 
One thing we know about Jesus is that he seemed to love eating with people… 
and as Methodists we too know the joys of gathering round a table of fellowship 
together.  And yet, “We recognises the current global, industrialised food system 
as largely  unsustainable” begins one question in the ‘lifestyle’ survey for Eco 
Churches.  It continues, “While many people have limited choices about what 
they eat (e.g. due to cost), food is one of the biggest contributors to UK carbon 
emissions.”  So how can we eat well and care for creation? 

The Eco Church framework invites us to consider our diet by consuming: 

less meat and dairy 

more locally sourced foods 

fairly traded and organic produce 

but we are also invited to consider how we might waste less (individually and as  
a society) and share what we have more fairly.  In a month when many churches 
have celebrated harvest and generously donated gifts to local foodbanks, and at 
a time of  ever-rising costs, we are very aware of the difficulties faced by some of 
our neighbours. 

 

Your local pantry is a nationwide scheme (supported by Church Action on 
Poverty   and many more charities).  The project is all about dignity, choice and 
hope - bringing people together around food!  To find out more about the scheme, 
how you might get involved, support or pray for them, visit Your Local Pantry or 
register here for an online workshop hosted by Green Christian in which West 
Midlands dad and social activist James Henderson will talk more about his                               
involvement with the project on Wednesday 4

th
 November, 7-8:15pm. 

https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-A0nI4kqRQmP5eLp5-hdbg#/registration
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Pray with us today. 
 
 

Lord, we pray for all who are depressed                   
and feel defeated by life. Bring your healing                
to all who are broken, ease their pain and 
touch them with your Holy Spirit, that their              
sorrow will turn into joy. We ask that you                 

will wrap   your ever-loving arms around all 
who suffer, that they may rejoice and walk                        
in the redeeming light of loving and being              

loved by you. Amen.  

 

Find more ways to pray at: 

methodist.org.uk/prayer.  

 

 

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Is it our task to save the world? 
Hosted by Green Christian, Anthea Lawson, author and cam-
paigner, leads a talk and discussion about antidotes to the com-
mon pitfalls of activism and change making.  Thursday 22nd 
October, 7-8.15pm 
Sign up here 

National Emergency Briefing Update 

Public viewings are also being held at: 

Bridgnorth Library, 2pm on 28th October  

Coalbrookdale Community Centre, 7.30pm on 12th November 

Holy Trinity Church, Much Wenlock, 6:30pm on 19th November 

Severn Centre Library, Highley, 6:30pm on 24th November 

If you are prepared to travel a little… Closing the Loop, Creating 
a Zero Waste Future Wednesday October 28th, 2-5pm, the Me-
morial Hall, Oswestry. Hear about exciting local initiatives for 
sustainable living.  Hosted by Shropshire Climate Action – click 
on the link to book your place! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmethodist.org.uk%2Fprayer%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETE5NFFGbWl1cGw3Z1BWdm1Tc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhQE_c9fDyySyuTVXRHqD3tH1OrZD1ZUwQFIh1f94tw_b_CC7L_cFay3SGMz_aem_uPJDviSdOF-om6t7uFs
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/hkZMKTkEQBCEhWS5Er-7bw#/registration
https://us.list-manage.com/ZUjegnGTLdP?e=8bab094ea9&c2id=e7bc8f835cf184dc59c885e56ea75878
https://us.list-manage.com/ZUjegnGTLdP?e=8bab094ea9&c2id=e7bc8f835cf184dc59c885e56ea75878
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NOMINATION TO METHODIST      
CONFERENCE 
  
METHODIST CONFERENCE 2027  -  Telford 
24th-25th June (Presbyteral Session), 
26th-30th June (Representative Session) 

 

Election of representatives from the West Midlands District 

 

The West Midlands District will send a total of 12  representatives to the Methodist Conference as 
follows:- 

 

• six ministerial representatives, at least two of whom must be deacons 

• six lay representatives, of which the Synod Secretary is one. 

 

Following the September 2026 Synod, we are seeking to appoint 2 LAY representatives and                         
2 DEACONS to serve as representatives to the 2027 Conference for one year.     

In accordance with SO 417 (2): In electing such representatives members of the Synod shall 
have regard for the composition of the member of the District as a whole with regard to age,                     
sex and ethnic origin. 

Therefore, we are seeking through our representatives to reflect the diversity of the District and               
include those with experience and those who bring new perspectives. The only qualification for 
nomination is membership of the Methodist Church. We would particularly welcome nominations 
from young people in the District! 

 

Representatives will become members of Synod for the year leading up to, and that following, Con-
ference and will therefore become more involved with district matters.  Expenses incurred in at-
tending Conference can be claimed and there are facilities for loss of earnings to be compensated. 

 

 

Please obtain permission from anyone you wish to nominate, or you may nominate yourself.   

 

This Nomination Form must be returned to info@wmmethodists.org.uk by 12 noon on                                          
Monday 16th November.  (Nomination Form available from the Circuit Office) 

Further copies of the form are available on the district website. 

 

Representatives will be elected at the meeting of the District Policy Committee on                                      
Wednesday 25th November. 

 

Is there someone in your Church or Circuit you could encourage? 

 

mailto:info@wmmethodists.org.uk
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Bible Studies in the Circuit 

 

Admaston meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month between 10-11:30am.                       

They currently meet in the home of one of the church family but if the numbers                

increased they would be happy to transfer the bible study to church. 

 

Cartway, Bridgnorth has 3 bibles study groups. 

Shambles Group meet on 2nd Monday of the month at 10:30am 

Orchard House Group meet on 3rd Monday in the month at 10:30aM 

Greenfields Group meet 3rd Tuesday in the month at 2pm. 

 

Dawley - Bible study group meets for two 5-6 weekly sessions each year.  One 

during Lent the other during Advent. 

 

Dunwell - Has a bible study before church service each Sunday (Service starts   

at 10am) 

 

Circuit Online Bible Study 

Bible study on Mondays at 1:30pm.  

Please click on the link below. 
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09 

Please join us as we work our way through Matthew.  Matthew was very good at 
keeping records and his account of spending time with Jesus and growing as a                
Christian himself, is very inspiring.  All are welcome. 

Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665 
Passcode: 395669 

https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
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Newport Trinity Church 

 

Regular activities:- 

Saturday Coffee Morning in the Schoolroom at Newport Trinity       
Church 10.45 am.  All are welcome. 

 

Churches Together in Newport Activities 

Monthly prayer meeting held at 9.30 am at the Baptist Church,        
Water Lane, Newport.  This is followed by a planning meeting for 
upcoming Community events. 

 

Friday Worship held monthly at Newport Cottage Day Care Centre 
(The old Cottage Hospital) 1.45 pm for 2-2.30 pm.  N 

 

Sunday Worship held monthly at Newport Christian Care Home,                
Granville Road.  2.50 pm for 3-3.30 pm.   
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Ketley Coffee Club :   
We run the second and fourth Thursday of each month @ 
Ketley Community Centre, Holyhead Road, Ketley – 1 pm 
to 3 pm.   The Club was started a few years ago to negate 
social isolation in the over 50’s.   

We have speakers, do bingo, go out from time to time, 
etc.   It is a time  for friendship – getting together and 
“putting the world to right”.  Subs are £1.50 pp and we do 
a raffle @ £1 per ticket.   

Kind regards. 

Barbara Evans 

Oakengates United Church 

If you are interested in  attending please let Sharon know 
and she will put in touch with Barbara.  

Thank you. 
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Please get in touch if you have                        

something to share. 

Email:                                                                                

circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk 

or phone 01952 505108 
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Wellington Methodist Church      

 Are Craft and Chat Group meet on 

the 2nd & 4th Friday of each month 

from 10am-11:45am.  

There is a small charge but this does 

include a drink 

You are welcome to drop in any time.   

Everyone is welcome. 

 

 

Coffee Morning at Cartway                 
Methodist Church, Bridgnorth 
On the 1st Saturday of each month                      

between 10am –12 midday there is a  
Coffee Morning at Cartway Methodist 

Church.        

     There's going to be a great raffle.        

 

All are welcome. 
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Wool Wanted 

If anyone has any spare balls of wool they 

don’t need, can you let Sharon (01952 

505108) in the Circuit Office know please? 

At Dawley we are making knitted and                      

crocheted blankets for the dementia                  

patients at the Princess Royal Hospital. 

The colourful blankets help patients,             

particularly those with dementia, to find 

their way back to bed more easily – and 

also see the edge of the bed more clearly 

when getting in and out. They also provide 

a more homely feel to the wards.  Thank 

you. 

Calling all knitters: blankets wanted for pa-

tients with dementia – SaTH  

https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
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Evangelism 

Don't be afraid! This year's Christmas resources are here 
already  

 

As we plan our journey through Advent, let's get ready to share 
with our communities the angel's words: “Don’t be afraid”. This 
year's Advent and Christmas resources from The Methodist 
Church help us recognise the presence of God in the midst of 
frightening times. Yes, the world is a scary place. Yes, life is hard. 
We are not alone. Sign up for one of the Christmas webinars here 
– and get a sneak peek of the resources at  methodist.org.uk/
christmasresources.  

https://ddlnk.net/c/AQieeBDu67QHGIq37zEgo-eUrwEogun7QhroYnXeKY0Q3Qd-6MrLR4OZsBSctDPFMNGwROf9mz-X
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQieeBDu67QHGIq37zEg48jlrwEogun7QiXLyDlFdfCa82mA5zN52YSVKJwsjetXhJf0twID36F8
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQieeBDu67QHGIq37zEg48jlrwEogun7QiXLyDlFdfCa82mA5zN52YSVKJwsjetXhJf0twID36F8
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Safeguarding Training – Now Available Online  

  

The Safeguarding Foundation Course is now available online via MCBX, making it                      
easier than ever for church members to complete their safeguarding training.  

  

This flexible option is ideal for those who find it difficult to attend face-to-face sessions, as the 
course can be completed at your own pace. MCBX (mcb.theologyx.com) is the Methodist 
Church’s online learning platform, providing access to safeguarding training, supporting materi-
als, and a downloadable certificate on completion.  

  

This online course complements, rather than replaces, face-to-face and participatory training, 
which continue to be an important part of safeguarding learning. 

  

If you need to complete the Safeguarding Foundation Course, please speak to your Church 
Safeguarding Officer for further guidance. 

  

I wanted to share a quick update regarding our safeguarding contacts within the Connexional 
Team. As some of you may already be aware, Sue Holder has now retired after 12 years in her 
role, and Neil Hutchinson has taken over from her. 

  

Neil will be working 21 hours, generally Monday to Wednesday. Steph Bradley remains our main 
Regional Officer for Safeguarding, working 33 hours across the week. However, both can be 
contacted out of office hours for any urgent safeguarding matters. 

  

Please update your records with their contact details below: 

  

Neil Hutchinson  
Email: hutchinsonn@methodistchurch.org.uk  
Mobile: +44 (0) 7384 810901  

  

Steph Bradley  
Email: bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk  
Mobile: 07817 808557  

  

If there are any further changes, I will let you know.  

 

Lauren 

https://mcb.theologyx.com/
https://mcb.theologyx.com
mailto:hutchinsonn@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Advanced Safeguarding Module Training  

 

The District has updated the booking arrangements for Advanced Safeguarding Module 
training courses. 

 

Anyone who is required to complete the Advanced Module, or renew their training,        
should use the current District booking link to view available courses and make a                               
reservation. Courses are available both face-to-face and via participatory Zoom sessions. 

 

For details of current course dates and to make a booking, please use the following link: 

 

Stephanie Bradley  

 

Many thanks, 

 

Lauren 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823
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New Safeguarding Reporting Form  

  

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and clear communication is key to keeping our community in 
the Telford Methodist Circuit safe and supported. 

  

A new Safeguarding Reporting Form is now in use across the Circuit. Copies have already been shared 
with your Church Safeguarding Officers (CSOs) and should shortly be appearing on the Circuit website 
and your church safeguarding noticeboards.  

  

If you don’t see a copy, or if you have a safeguarding concern, please notify your designated CSO as soon 
as possible. If your church does not have a CSO appointed, you can contact:  

  

Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk | 07904 814741 

  

Stephanie Bradley, Regional Officer for Safeguarding bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk | 07817 808557 

  

By reporting concerns promptly using the new safeguarding reporting form, you help ensure that issues 
are recorded appropriately, responded to quickly, and escalated where necessary. 

  

Thank you for helping us maintain safe and welcoming places for all. 

mailto:safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk
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