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Telford Methodist Circuit 

Newsletter   
20th November 2025 

CHANGE OF DETAILS TO LOG ON TO THE ONLINE ADVENT SERVICE ON MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER AT 7PM 

 

We have found a different way to set up the online Advent Service, which is easier and more secure than printing the 
link in the newsletter. Rev Adrian Burdon will be taking the service and will be using the webinar feature.  

This means that if you want to attend, please click on the invitation below. You can click on the link in advance of the                        
meeting and you’ll receive the log-in details.  

 

You are invited to register to attend the Circuit Advent Service online! 

When: Dec 1, 2025 07:00 PM  

Topic:  Telford Circuit Online Advent Service 

Register in advance to attend this service and you will be then sent the log-in details: 

Https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0q-69XtZRHqCVzOKWOT7EQ  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the event. 

 

See you there! 

Https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0q-69XtZRHqCVzOKWOT7EQ
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Safeguarding Update: Strengthening Support Across Our Churches 

Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer 

 

This term I’ve been visiting a number of churches across the Circuit to meet with each 

Church Safeguarding Officer. These visits have been a valuable opportunity to see the                 

great work already taking place and to discuss how we can continue strengthening our 

shared commitment to safeguarding. 

One of my key goals is to move towards a more consistent and cohesive approach across 

the Circuit. This includes ensuring that every church has clear, accessible, and up-to-date 

safeguarding information, presented in a way that is easy for everyone to find and                               

understand. 

Here are a few examples of church safeguarding noticeboards around the Circuit. 

 
 

In addition to noticeboards, safeguarding information is being made available in accessible 

locations throughout our churches, including the backs of toilet doors, so that guidance and 

contacts are easy to find and use. 

I have more church visits scheduled over the coming weeks, so if your safeguarding                            

resources don’t look like this yet, don’t worry — they soon will. Thank you to all the volun-

teers and officers who have welcomed me so warmly and who continue to uphold our shared                    

responsibility for creating safe spaces for everyone. 

If you have any safeguarding questions or would like support before my visit, please feel                        

free to get in touch. 

 

Contact details: 
Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer 
safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk | 07904 814741 

   

Donnington Much Wenlock Oakengates 
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Eco News from the Telford Circuit 

 ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and 

all who live in it.’  Psalm 24:1 

A short reflection 

Look at the words above from Psalm 24.  What do they mean to you?  
God cares about stuff!  Physical, practical things.  Everyday life choices.  
Nothing is too small or unimportant.  And all things are connected; one 
thing leads to another and each small step in the right direction leads to 
the next. 

So before we get too busy (I know, you are already planning your       
Christmas fairs and elbows deep in pudding mixing, knitting and                
wrapping) let’s pause and reflect… 

What springs to mind that you would like to do differently this                     
Christmas? 

What’s stopping you?  Time?  Energy?  Money?  Not really knowing 
exactly what you are aiming for? 

Who do you want to spend time with over Christmas?  Which                       
relationships are most important for you to invest in? 

What is most important to you and what do you do because you feel 
obliged?  Have you had a conversation about those things?  You 
might be surprised to find others are not too bothered about them 
either 

 
Eco myth-busting 

‘Nothing I do will make a difference’ 
Every contribution matters… every one of us has a part to play in shifting 
habits and making a difference.  Remember the widow’s offering?  Jesus 
didn’t say, ‘I don’t know why she bothered!’  Our God works miracles 
through small offerings. 

 

As we celebrate the feast of Christ the King this Sunday, 
help us Lord to remember that all things belong to you 
and to treat the world around us with the respect it is due. 
Amen 
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Cartway Bridgnorth - Mission Afternoon 

It was some three years since we had a special speaker’s afternoon for a Mission 

meeting but this month, the Rev Kina Robertshaw came to share the story of God’s 

calling in her life and the Camino walk she did in Spain last year. 

Kina actually told us the story of her life’s journey - a Pilgrimage in itself from           

business woman in Zambia to vicar of the Highley group of Anglican churches here 

in Shropshire.  Like many Zambians the church was part of her way of life, but 

gradually over the years she felt a call to work closer with her God, to walk closer to 

Him, questioning, looking and seeking where the next step in life should be.   

Supported by her family through the years, she finally came to offer for the full time 

ministry. Kina had supplied us with a few photos for our church screen and                            

occasionally she glanced back at photos and filled us in of the life’s journey she 

had travelled. She had been led by God throughout her life, whether visiting friends 

overseas, or moving amongst her local church people - she felt God was there all 

the time, yes even walking with very different travellers on the Camino Walk in 

Spain last year.  

Kina stressed we learn from other travellers, from the weight of our backpacks to 

the joy of sharing in God’s work wherever He leads us, with whoever is walking on 

our path with us. 

Cartway Church has had a uplifting year in Mission giving, the total of our boxes 

was up by £100 on last year. We shared a fun afternoon last month again raising 

funds for Mission watching a power point presentation of the journeys of church 

members on the Shropshire Historic Churches Days for Ride and Stride in the 

County.   We are now regular supporters of SH Church Trust Ride and Stride day, 

where half the monies sponsored comes back to help our church building repairs 

and improvements.  The team enjoys meeting members of other denominations on 

the big day out, seeing how God is moving across Shropshire in varied ways 

through different churches. 

We concluded our November afternoon with 

the old hymn- “When you walk with the Lord 

in the light of His Word, what a glory he 

sheds on your way.” This was followed of 

course by the usual Methodist Tea and 

Cakes and fellowship. 

If any circuit church has any World Mission 

boxes not in use, please may we have them 

since London, no longer produces Mission 

boxes – and we are ever hopeful for new 

collectors. 
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Pray with us today…. 

We thank you, loving God, that you 
have put us in a place where we 
can reach out and support all those 
who are active in bringing your 
word to your people. Let us be 
open to your Holy Spirit so that 
what we do brings blessings to               
others. May we hear the song you 
have placed in our hearts and be 
open to sharing it so that the                      
beautiful music of your                             
resurrection will be heard     
throughout the land. 

 
methodist.org.uk/prayer 

Please find an amendment to the story re the knitted bible scenes which were on                        
display at Admaston Methodist Church.  I wrongly assumed they were made by                     
knitters who attend Admaston Church but they came from a Church in Hull!  Thank you.  
Sharon. 

Over the first weekend of November Admaston Methodist Church and St. Peter's                         
Anglican Church in Wrockwardine displayed 36 knitted bible scenes from the old and new 
testaments, knitted by the ladies of a Church in Hull. The display is loaned out to churches 
all around the country. The display had been picked up from York, and was on its travels              
to Nottingham after leaving Shropshire. 

 

It had already been on display at other village churches in Shropshire before coming to              
Admaston, and over the course of a few weeks had been seen by hundreds of people.                 
Our Church was open for 2 hours for 3 days and nearly 100 people visited to see the                      
bible scenes and enjoy refreshments. 

 

It was a great Churches Together event, and a very    
creative way of communicating the stories of the             
Bible. 

http://methodist.org.uk/prayer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNlhJeGhwOHRSbk4wdElsOAEetVoHVzVVhBeXElclKBTS_7bUxOgHZZCDYf1knLcSjT1K45Uo7vCTZq_SY2A_aem_kYytdCUpbLBfgUAz7VXuoQ
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Please get in touch if you have something to share. 

Email:  circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk 

or phone 01952 505108 
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Circuit Prayer Space  

 

Circuit Prayer Space on a Monday morning at 8:30am.   

Val Smith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Circuit Prayer Meeting  

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 

Join Zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?
pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09 

Meeting ID: 967 1643 4790 

Passcode: 355690 

 

Faith Space - An online service for all 

 

Starts at 6:30pm on the link below.  

Weekly zoom services for anyone and everyone wherever in the world you are!  

Join Zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?
pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09 

 
Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665 

Passcode: 395669 

God bless you all and see you soon! 

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
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Bible Studies in the Circuit 

 

Admaston meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month between 10-11:30am.  They                          

currently meet in the home of one of the church family but if the numbers increased they 

would be happy to transfer the bible study to church. 

 

Cartway, Bridgnorth has 3 bibles study groups. 

Shambles Group meet on 2nd Monday of the month at 10:30am 

Orchard House Group meet on 3rd Monday in the month at 10:30am 

Greenfields Group meet 3rd Tuesday in the month at 2pm. 

 

Circuit Online Bible Study 

The new link for the Bible study on Mondays at 1:30pm will be (the same as Faith 
Space): 
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09 

Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665 
Passcode: 395669 

 

Dawley - Bible study group meets for two 5-6 weekly sessions each year.  One during 

Lent the other during Advent. 

 

Dunwell - Has a bible study before church service each Sunday (Service starts at 

10am) 

 

Oakengates Bible Reflections Group meet for two series of 5-6 weekly sessions each 

year. One of these is in Lent and the other in the  autumn. As they usually meet in 

someone’s home, we do not include the venue in general publicity. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
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Might you feel called to help lead worship? 

Are you a Worship Leader in need of refreshment? 

 

We will be holding a Worship Leaders’ Introduction and Refresher course at 

Cartway on Friday afternoons in the autumn, 2-3:30pm.  These sessions will use 

some of the WL training resources but we will not be covering the whole course. 

*  No previous experience or materials needed… just a willingness to think, be 

open and engage. 

28
th

 November - Resources: Getting the most out of our hymn book and the 

lectionary, ways to present scripture, how music and art might enhance worship, 

writing prayers and alternatives to a sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

For more information, to chat about whether this if for you or to let me know you are coming, 
contact Jo Kudlacik    Tel: 07840 596074     Email: jokudlacik@gmail.com 
*If you would like to commit to full Worship Leader training, please contact Rev Adrian, who 
will be running the full course. 

mailto:jokudlacik@gmail.com
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Wellington Methodist Church      

 Are having All Age Drop-in Craft              

Sessions on the second Saturday of 

each month.   

The sessions are FREE and start at                      

10am-11:45am.    

You are welcome to drop in any time.   

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Coffee Morning at Cartway                 
Methodist Church, Bridgnorth 
On the 1st Saturday of each  month                      

between 10am –12 midday there is a  
Coffee Morning at Cartway Methodist 

Church.        

     There's going to be a great raffle,.        

 

All are welcome. 
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Wool Wanted 

If anyone has any spare balls of wool they 

don’t need, can you let Sharon (01952 

505108) in the Circuit Office know please? 

At Dawley we are making knitted and                      

crocheted blankets for the dementia                  

patients at the Princess Royal Hospital. 

The colourful blankets help patients,             

particularly those with dementia, to find 

their way back to bed more easily – and 

also see the edge of the bed more clearly 

when getting in and out. They also provide 

a more homely feel to the wards.  Thank 

you. 

Calling all knitters: blankets wanted for pa-

tients with dementia – SaTH  

https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
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This Advent and Christmas season, the Methodist Church invites you to join 
‘Gifted’ with resources to support your worship, welcome, and witness –                     

including service outlines, small group materials, outreach ideas, posters, 
postcards, digital assets  and more. 

Gifted is a message of good news to a weary world... 
 
Together, all districts, circuits, local churches and fellowships of the Methodist Church are invited 
to remind people of their inherent worth and beauty – not because of what they’ve done, or what 
they can give – but because of who they are. 
 

Gifted: 

• is for everyone in our churches and beyond: both believers rejoicing at God’s gift of Jesus, 
and those who might find the season more wearying than wonderful.  

• reaches out to people longing for transformation but feeling stuck. For those searching for 
something more, something real – but unsure where to look. 
 
Gifted is the Methodist Church's open invitation, speaking the good news to people that 
they matter. That they are Beloved. Created with infinite care. A gift to the world, just as 
they are. 
 

Be part of Gifted: In your worship, your welcome and your witness. 
 

How can your church can get involved? 
 
This Christmas, we’re encouraging churches to share the good news of Gifted – and embody it! 
 
Worship resources 
Download your Gifted resources, available in both PDF and HTML formats at the links below, in 
time for the festive season. 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/documents/22420/Christmas_2025_Worship_Resource.pdf 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/gifted-worship-resource-pack/ 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/documents/22422/Gifted_Blue_Christmas.pdf 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/gifted-worship-resource-pack/
blue-christmas/ 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/documents/22423/Christmas_2025__Candle_Liturgies.pdf 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/gifted-worship-resource-pack/
gifted-candle-liturgies/ 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/documents/22465/
Christmas_2025_Small_Group_Resource_Pack_aIsTVqG.pdf 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/gifted-small-groups-worship-
resource/ 
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Safeguarding Reminder: Please Report Concerns to Your Church Safeguarding Officer  

   

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and clear communication is key to keeping the whole 
community in the Telford Methodist Circuit safe and supported.  

   

If you ever have a safeguarding concern, no matter how small or uncertain you may feel about   
its seriousness, please notify your designated Church Safeguarding Officer (CSO) as soon as 
possible. If your church does not have a CSO appointed, you can contact the Circuit                     
Safeguarding Officer, Lauren Baxendale or our Regional Officer for Safeguarding, Stephanie 
Bradley, for advice and support.  

   

Church Safeguarding Officers provide guidance, support, and ensure the right actions are taken 
in line with the Circuit safeguarding policy.  

   

By reporting concerns promptly to your CSO, you help keep everyone in our community safe 
and ensure that any issues are properly monitored, addressed and escalated as needed.  

   

Thank you for your vigilance and care. Together, we can maintain safe, welcoming places for all.  

   

Contact details:  
Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer  
safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk | 07904 814741  

   

Stephanie Bradley, Regional Officer for Safeguarding   
bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk | 07817 808557  

For those who need to complete the Methodist Church Creating Safer Space Advanced                      
Module Safeguarding Training. Opportunities are available both online, via Zoom, and in                      
person.  

If anyone chooses this route then please let me know as I need to enrol them on MCBX 
to complete the pre course work. 

www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?
msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a 

 

 

mailto:safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
http://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
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Creating Safer Space: Who Needs to Attend Safeguarding Training?  

By Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer  

 

As Circuit Safeguarding Officer, I’ve recently had a number of questions about who needs to 
complete which level of safeguarding training. To help clarify things, I’ve put together a guide 
outlining which people in which roles are required to undertake either the Foundation Module or 
the Advanced (Leadership) Module of the Creating Safer Space training.  

The aim is to support all churches in ensuring the right people access the right level of training – 
helping us to build safe, welcoming communities for all.  

 

Foundation Module  

This is the essential safeguarding training for those who work directly with children, young peo-
ple, or vulnerable adults in any capacity within the church.  

Depending on your role – and if needed – you can then progress to complete the Advanced 
(Leadership) Module.  

 

Required to attend:  

• Active presbyters and deacons 

• Pre-ordination students and probationers 

• Lay employees and volunteers with pastoral responsibility 

• Pastoral visitors 

• Anyone working with 0–18s in the name of the church 

• Those involved in activities targeted at vulnerable adults (e.g. lunch clubs) 

• Church and circuit stewards 

• Local preachers and worship leaders (including those in training) 

• Safeguarding representatives / committee members 

• Choir/music/drama leaders where children or vulnerable adults are involved 

• ‘Covenant of Care’ group members 

• Students undertaking Mission Placements 

Young leaders (aged 16–18) 

 

Warmly invited (but not required):  

• Mission/evangelism enablers 

• Leaders of other groups using church premises with 0–18s or vulnerable adults 

• Other group leaders working with vulnerable adults 

• Property stewards and keyholders 

• Caretakers 

• Church/circuit meeting secretaries 

• Administrators (church, circuit, or district) 
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Advanced (Leadership) Module  

This module is for those in leadership or oversight roles,  or those to whom others may go for advice, guidance, or decision-
making in safeguarding matters. These individuals are expected to model good 
safeguarding practice and lead by example.  

Required to attend:  

• District, Circuit and Church Safeguarding Officers 

• Members of District Safeguarding or Policy Committees 

• All presbyters and deacons in active preaching or pastoral ministry (including relevant supernumeraries) 

• Local preachers (including those on trial) 

• Worship leaders (including those in training) 

• Lay or employed leaders working directly with children, youth, or vulnerable adults 

• Mentors for the Youth Participation Scheme 

• Members of Connexional Complaints Panels, Discipline, Pastoral, and Appeals Committees 

• Trainers who deliver the Foundation Module 

• Those in pioneering, fresh expressions, or evangelism roles 

Members of the Circuit or District Safeguarding Committee 

Warmly invited (but not required):  

• Supernumerary ministers not engaged in pastoral roles 

Others in leadership or oversight roles who would benefit from deeper safeguarding understanding 

Safeguarding Training Renewal – Every Four Years  

All safeguarding training must be refreshed every four years — but only at the level appropriate to your role. If you have com-
pleted the Advanced (Leadership) Module, you only need to repeat the Advanced Module every four years — you do not need 
to redo the Foundation Module. If your role only requires the Foundation Module, then that is the course you repeat every four 
years. This ensures everyone stays up to date with safeguarding best practices relevant to their responsibilities. .  

Further Information  

These training requirements and role lists were approved by the 2016 Methodist Conference (updated by the 2017 January 
Methodist Council) and remain the current basis for safeguarding expectations:  
www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf-2016-34-Past-Cases-Review-Implementation.pdf  

If you're unsure which module you or someone in your church needs to complete, please feel free to get in touch. I’m always 
happy to advise.  

Thank you for your continued commitment to safeguarding – it truly makes a difference.  

With thanks,  

Lauren   

From 1st August 2025 Stephanie Bradley who looks after Advanced Training Course for the West Midlands District 
has a new email address: Bradleys@methodist.org.uk 

Stephanie’s phone number: 07817808557 

There are now 11 advanced courses available – 

To book please visit: 

www.eventbrite.com/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823 

November Saturday 8th 10am - Trinity Methodist Church 

November Saturday 15th 10am - Selly Oak Methodist Church 

November Saturday 22nd 10am - Mill Street Methodist Church 

January Saturday 10th 10am - St Andrews Methodist Church 

January Saturday 24th 10am - Mill Street Methodist Church 

January Saturday 31st 10am - Ledbury Methodist Church 

April Saturday 18th 10am—Mill Street Methodist Church 

   

http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf-2016-34-Past-Cases-Review-Implementation.pdf
mailto:Bradleys@methodist.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.com/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823
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