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Telford Methodist Circuit      
Newsletter   
18th December 2025 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to men on whom his favour rests 
- Luke 2:14 

With the angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King! 

 

On behalf of the Telford Methodist Circuit Ministers and Staff 

Have a Blessed Christmas 
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The International Migrants Day - 18th December 2025 

Attached is a prayer which is a reduced version of one from the Roots website. 

 

God of all: 

we pray for places where neighbouring peoples and countries are at war, 

asking that a just peace will overcome deep-seated fear and hatreds. 

May we be faithful in prayer for the Middle East where neighbours 

are driven by historic mistrust and deepening violence; 

for decisions that improve lives across all the nations of the United Kingdom; 

for dialogue leading to lasting peace between Russia and Ukraine; 

for co-operation between nations on the biggest challenges facing us all in our world, 

including climate change, asylum and migration. 

We turn to you, O Lord. 

Fill our hands with gifts to share. 

All: Send us out to share your love. 

God of all: 

we pray for people who are suffering from sickness or distress of any kind; 

for bereaved people and for all people fleeing war and conflict 

and for all victims of bullying, racial hatred, violence and injustice. 

May we have the imagination to see the pain in our world 

and be prepared to respond to it with whatever resources we have. 

We pray today for people who work at the frontline of caring: 

medical staff; first responders; social workers, teachers, parents; 

and people whose life ministry is about binding up the wounds that life inflicts; 

and we place into your hands the people we know 

who are in need of your healing today. 

We turn to you, O Lord. 

Fill our hands with gifts to share. 

All: Send us out to share your love. 

God of all: 

we pray for your peace and grace to guide our actions 

and for your love to shape us as we walk day by day with you. 

May we be strong, patient and joyful in serving you 

and faithful in loving our neighbour. 

We turn to you, O Lord. 

Fill our hands with gifts to share. 

All: Send us out to share your love. 
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Eco News from the Telford Circuit 

 He gives food to every creature. His love                      
endures forever.  Psalm 136:25 

Christmas is a time of celebration, a time of plenty and  abundance… it 
can also  be a time of excess, of wastage and  of debt.  How can we               
enjoy eating, drinking and celebrating  sustainably this year? 

 

Tips for entertaining at home or at church 
- If guests will be bringing food, create a list to avoid duplication and 
waste 
- Avoid disposably crockery and cutlery… borrow instead!  And fully               
load the dishwasher to save water on washing 
- Use material tablecloths and napkins to avoid waste. 
- Buy plastic free/FSC crackers or if you have children to help you,  
make your own! 
- Encourage people to take home leftovers and provide reusable                    
containers. 

 

Planning meals over Christmas 
- Buy LOAF where possible. (Locally produced, Organic, Animal friendly 
and Fair Trade) 
- Can you reduce your meat and dairy?  Prioritise quality over quantity. 
- Can you buy loose fruit and veg to cut down on single-use plastics? 
- Check the dates on food in the fridge: what needs using up first? 
- Make a plan for Christmas week and think about how leftover food can 
be used the next day.  Keep it simple. 
- If you still have leftovers, freeze, give away or donate to foodbanks.  
Anything that really can’t be used, compost all you can! 

 

May nothing be wasted as we enjoy God’s gifts to us this Christmas. 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his dis-
ciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing 
be wasted.”  John 6:12 
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Pray with us today…. 
 
Loving God, We give you thanks for those early 
Methodists who, “obsessed with salvation” and 
Spirit-filled, felt compelled to share with others            
the message of your transforming love and to 
demonstrate this good news in practical ways to              
the poor and needy. Lives were transformed as 
thousands believed. 
 
Speak to us again, we pray; inspire us afresh,                 
that members of congregations in the Methodist 
Church in Ireland may once again be compelled             
by the love of Christ to share the good news 
throughout the island of Ireland. Equip us by the 
power of the Spirit that we may not only be                      
involved in practical and charitable action, but               
also be able to speak of the transforming love                    
we have experienced. Amen. 
 
Elaine Barnett, Lay Leader of the Conference, 
Methodist Church in Ireland 
  

Find more ways to pray at http://
methodist.org.uk/prayer.  

Please get in touch if you have something to share. 

Email:  circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk 

or phone 01952 505108 

 

 

http://methodist.org.uk/prayer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNWR0Z0kzMXd0dFNJTGFUZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5gggJY91p-LAgVkZzaasfE1WDBBiTW_mhhUbt-gVbDYsZuo5KnwE3yq5iR4A_aem_cJpAhvcWQooDdkCMv7w_vQ
http://methodist.org.uk/prayer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNWR0Z0kzMXd0dFNJTGFUZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5gggJY91p-LAgVkZzaasfE1WDBBiTW_mhhUbt-gVbDYsZuo5KnwE3yq5iR4A_aem_cJpAhvcWQooDdkCMv7w_vQ


6 



7 



8 



9 



10 



11 

 

Read, ponder, share and grow together at                                           

Broseley Methodist Church. 

In 2026 we will base our conversations on                                                   

the Methodist Way of Life. 

How can the Bible inspire and encourage us                                                  

in our discipleship? 

All are welcome, no previous knowledge or                                                 

experience needed! 

 

 

Meeting at 2.30-4pm on 

16
th
 January - Notice 

13
th
 February - Learn 

13
th
 March - Serve 

17
th
 April - Tell 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact Jo on 

jokudlacik@gmail.com or 07840 596074 

mailto:jokudlacik@gmail.com
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Rev Roger Dunlop <roger@telfordmeth.org.uk> 
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Circuit Prayer Space  

 

Circuit Prayer Space on a Monday morning at 8:30am.   

Val Smith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Circuit Prayer Meeting  

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 

Join Zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?
pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09 

Meeting ID: 967 1643 4790 

Passcode: 355690 

 

Faith Space - An online service for all 

 

Starts at 6:30pm on the link below.  

Weekly zoom services for anyone and everyone wherever in the world you are!  

Join Zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?
pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09 

 
Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665 

Passcode: 395669 

God bless you all and see you soon! 

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
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Bible Studies in the Circuit 

 

Admaston meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month between 10-11:30am.  They                          

currently meet in the home of one of the church family but if the numbers increased they 

would be happy to transfer the bible study to church. 

 

Cartway, Bridgnorth has 3 bibles study groups. 

Shambles Group meet on 2nd Monday of the month at 10:30am 

Orchard House Group meet on 3rd Monday in the month at 10:30am 

Greenfields Group meet 3rd Tuesday in the month at 2pm. 

 

Circuit Online Bible Study 

The new link for the Bible study on Mondays at 1:30pm will be (the same as Faith 
Space): 
https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09 

Meeting ID: 956 5101 9665 
Passcode: 395669 

 

Dawley - Bible study group meets for two 5-6 weekly sessions each year.  One during 

Lent the other during Advent. 

 

Dunwell - Has a bible study before church service each Sunday (Service starts at 

10am) 

 

Oakengates Bible Reflections Group meet for two series of 5-6 weekly sessions each 

year. One of these is in Lent and the other in the  autumn. As they usually meet in 

someone’s home, we do not include the venue in general publicity. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95651019665?pwd=bGgyVEdvQ0cvNDRpWm5HTVB0UDRmdz09
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Opportunity to Serve the Telford Circuit as a                                     
Circuit Steward 

We are inviting expressions of interest from members of the churches            
in the Circuit to serve as a Circuit Steward from 1 September 2026.                    
Jo Kudlacik reaches the end of her term of office at that time and has         
indicated her desire to retire from the work.  

Please read the which Job Description for a Circuit Steward which you 
will find in the following page. Recognise that in being appointed you 
would become part of  a team.  You would be working alongside others 
who are experienced Circuit Stewards  and so you do not need to come 
with vast expertise or great  experience for the role. You will be joining  
a supportive and encouraging team who will enable you to find your             
way into the role.  

A Circuit Steward serves for a maximum of six years. 

To express an interest in offering to serve the Circuit in this way, or                 
wish to talk about the opportunity, please contact me through the                
methods indicated at the foot of this message. 

Please pray about this and listen out for the call of God inviting you to 
serve in this way. Sometime God calls us through an email in our inbox! 

With best wishes and kindest regards, 
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Job Description for a Circuit Steward 

 

The circuit stewards are responsible, with the Superintendent and presbyters, 

deacons and probationers appointed to the Circuit, for the spiritual and material 

well-being of the Circuit, and for upholding and acting upon the decisions of the 

Circuit Meeting  

 

What does a Circuit Steward do? 

Circuit Stewards work as a team and share collective responsibility for leadership. This means that they 

should exercise a general pastoral care for the ministers (presbyters and deacons) and their families. They 

should meet with as a Circuit Leadership Team and keep themselves informed of the activities of each lo-

cal church. Circuit Stewards will be appointed to attend church councils’ meetings of allocated churches in 

the circuit. They will be members of the Circuit Meeting and shall take a lead in the occasional process of 

invitation of ministers (presbyters and deacons)  

A Circuit Steward will be helped tp become aware of District and Connexional policies affecting the circuit 

and its churches. This will enable them to play their part in developing a vision and plans for mission  

within the circuit, ensuring appropriate consultation. 

What kind of person becomes a Circuit Steward? 

A Circuit Steward is a member of a local church who senses a calling and has a commitment to serve 

the wider Circuit. They will be willing to be supportive and affirming of others. A Circuit Stewards will 

need to have personal credibility, be confident, committed, and willing to work in a voluntary capacity. 

They will be willing to work in a team and bring a contribution to the collective work. A Circuit Steward 

needs to be confident in engaging with the needs of the Circuit, being an agent of change where              

necessary. They do not need to have all the answers, or to be an expert, but they do need to be willing 

to learn and develop and to have a sense of when and where to ask for further help.  

What Support will I be given in becoming a Circuit Steward? 

The Methodist Church is committed to supporting all those who give their time in important roles                

within our churches and circuits. The Connexional Learning Team offers initial training and continuous 

support for those who serve as Circuit Stewards. A Circuit Stewards’ Handbook has been produced 

which outlines the various tasks and skills required in the role.  

You can read more about being a Circuit Steward on the Methodist Church Website at  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/equipping-circuits/offices-and-roles/circuit-stewards/ 

How do I indicate my interest in becoming a Circuit Steward? 

We are thrilled that you are asking that question and invite you to make contact with the Superinten-

dent Minister at adrian.burdon@btinternet.com or on 07485 035673. There is a requirement for us to 

follow our Connexional safer recruitment policies and so we shall need some information from you and 

you will need to have an up-to-date DBS disclosure. Once you have expressed your interest, your name 

will be taken to the Circuit Meeting for appointment. We are looking for a Circuit Steward to join the 

Circuit Leadership Tea, from 1 September 2026. If appointed ahead of that time, the chosen person 

can have a transition period, running alongside the outgoing Circuit Steward. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/equipping-circuits/offices-and-roles/circuit-stewards/
mailto:adrian.burdon@btinternet.com
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Wellington Methodist Church      

 Are having All Age Drop-in Craft              

Sessions on the second Saturday of 

each month.   

The sessions are FREE and start at                      

10am-11:45am.    

You are welcome to drop in any time.   

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Coffee Morning at Cartway                 
Methodist Church, Bridgnorth 
On the 1st Saturday of each  month                      

between 10am –12 midday there is a  
Coffee Morning at Cartway Methodist 

Church.        

     There's going to be a great raffle,.        

 

All are welcome. 
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Wool Wanted 

If anyone has any spare balls of wool they 

don’t need, can you let Sharon (01952 

505108) in the Circuit Office know please? 

At Dawley we are making knitted and                      

crocheted blankets for the dementia                  

patients at the Princess Royal Hospital. 

The colourful blankets help patients,             

particularly those with dementia, to find 

their way back to bed more easily – and 

also see the edge of the bed more clearly 

when getting in and out. They also provide 

a more homely feel to the wards.  Thank 

you. 

Calling all knitters: blankets wanted for pa-

tients with dementia – SaTH  

https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/news/blankets-wanted/


24 



25 

Safeguarding Reminder: Please Report Concerns to Your Church Safeguarding Officer  

   

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and clear communication is key to keeping the whole 
community in the Telford Methodist Circuit safe and supported.  

   

If you ever have a safeguarding concern, no matter how small or uncertain you may feel about   
its seriousness, please notify your designated Church Safeguarding Officer (CSO) as soon as 
possible. If your church does not have a CSO appointed, you can contact the Circuit                     
Safeguarding Officer, Lauren Baxendale or our Regional Officer for Safeguarding, Stephanie 
Bradley, for advice and support.  

   

Church Safeguarding Officers provide guidance, support, and ensure the right actions are taken 
in line with the Circuit safeguarding policy.  

   

By reporting concerns promptly to your CSO, you help keep everyone in our community safe 
and ensure that any issues are properly monitored, addressed and escalated as needed.  

   

Thank you for your vigilance and care. Together, we can maintain safe, welcoming places for all.  

   

Contact details:  
Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer  
safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk | 07904 814741  

   

Stephanie Bradley, Regional Officer for Safeguarding   
bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk | 07817 808557  

For those who need to complete the Methodist Church Creating Safer Space Advanced                      
Module Safeguarding Training. Opportunities are available both online, via Zoom, and in                      
person.  

If anyone chooses this route then please let me know as I need to enrol them on MCBX 
to complete the pre course work. 

www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?
msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a 

 

 

mailto:safeguarding@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:bradleys@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
http://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
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Creating Safer Space: Who Needs to Attend Safeguarding Training?  

By Lauren Baxendale, Circuit Safeguarding Officer  

 

As Circuit Safeguarding Officer, I’ve recently had a number of questions about who needs to 
complete which level of safeguarding training. To help clarify things, I’ve put together a guide 
outlining which people in which roles are required to undertake either the Foundation Module or 
the Advanced (Leadership) Module of the Creating Safer Space training.  

The aim is to support all churches in ensuring the right people access the right level of training – 
helping us to build safe, welcoming communities for all.  

 

Foundation Module  

This is the essential safeguarding training for those who work directly with children, young peo-
ple, or vulnerable adults in any capacity within the church.  

Depending on your role – and if needed – you can then progress to complete the Advanced 
(Leadership) Module.  

 

Required to attend:  

• Active presbyters and deacons 

• Pre-ordination students and probationers 

• Lay employees and volunteers with pastoral responsibility 

• Pastoral visitors 

• Anyone working with 0–18s in the name of the church 

• Those involved in activities targeted at vulnerable adults (e.g. lunch clubs) 

• Church and circuit stewards 

• Local preachers and worship leaders (including those in training) 

• Safeguarding representatives / committee members 

• Choir/music/drama leaders where children or vulnerable adults are involved 

• ‘Covenant of Care’ group members 

• Students undertaking Mission Placements 

Young leaders (aged 16–18) 

 

Warmly invited (but not required):  

• Mission/evangelism enablers 

• Leaders of other groups using church premises with 0–18s or vulnerable adults 

• Other group leaders working with vulnerable adults 

• Property stewards and keyholders 

• Caretakers 

• Church/circuit meeting secretaries 

• Administrators (church, circuit, or district) 
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Advanced (Leadership) Module  

This module is for those in leadership or oversight roles, or those to whom others may go for 
advice, guidance, or decision-making in safeguarding matters. These individuals are expected 
to model good safeguarding practice and lead by example.  

Required to attend:  

• District, Circuit and Church Safeguarding Officers 

• Members of District Safeguarding or Policy Committees 

• All presbyters and deacons in active preaching or pastoral ministry (including relevant                   
supernumeraries) 

• Local preachers (including those on trial) 

• Worship leaders (including those in training) 

• Lay or employed leaders working directly with children, youth, or vulnerable adults 

• Mentors for the Youth Participation Scheme 

• Members of Connexional Complaints Panels, Discipline, Pastoral, and Appeals Committees 

• Trainers who deliver the Foundation Module 

• Those in pioneering, fresh expressions, or evangelism roles 

Members of the Circuit or District Safeguarding Committee 

Warmly invited (but not required):  

• Supernumerary ministers not engaged in pastoral roles 

Others in leadership or oversight roles who would benefit from deeper safeguarding under-
standing 

Safeguarding Training Renewal – Every Four Years  

All safeguarding training must be refreshed every four years — but only at the level appropriate 
to your role. If you have completed the Advanced (Leadership) Module, you only need to repeat 
the Advanced Module every four years — you do not need to redo the Foundation Module. If 
your role only requires the Foundation Module, then that is the course you repeat every four 
years. This ensures everyone stays up to date with safeguarding best practices relevant to their 
responsibilities. .  

Further Information  

These training requirements and role lists were approved by the 2016 Methodist Conference 
(updated by the 2017 January Methodist Council) and remain the current basis for safeguard-
ing expectations:  
www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf-2016-34-Past-Cases-Review-Implementation.pdf  

If you're unsure which module you or someone in your church needs to complete, please feel 
free to get in touch. I’m always happy to advise.  

Thank you for your continued commitment to safeguarding – it truly makes a difference.  

With thanks,  

Lauren   

   

http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf-2016-34-Past-Cases-Review-Implementation.pdf
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From 1st August 2025 Stephanie Bradley who looks after Advanced Training 
Course for the West Midlands District has a new email address:                                      

Bradleys@methodist.org.uk 

Stephanie’s phone number: 07817808557 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Please see latest link for advanced courses - 

We have courses on - 

• 10/1/26 Tamworth Circuit  

• 24/1/26 - Cannock Chase Circuit 

• 31/1/26 Hereford Circuit 

• 7/2/26 - Birmingham West & Oldbury Circuit 

• 7/2/26 The Black Country Circuit 

• 21/2/26 Birmingham Circuit 

• 18/4/26 Cannock Chase Circuit 

• 9/5/26 Bromsgrove & Redditch Circuit 

25/7/26 Bromsgrove & Redditch Circuit 

  

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823?
msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a  

  

Thank you. 

Steph  

  

 

mailto:Bradleys@methodist.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stephanie-bradley-81147774823?msockid=39ddb784e41769a00dcea183e5f8680a
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Hi all  

Please see link for online advanced if you have anyone who prefers online ~  

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-
4444573?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-
medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb  

 

Dates available: 

Tuesday February 10th 10am & 7pm 

Wednesday April 29th 10am & 7pm   

 

Any questions please ask.  

Thanks  

Steph  

   

Stephanie Bradley 
Regional Officer for Safeguarding - North West (West Midlands) |                                                       
The Connexional Team  
Phone: 020 7467 5296  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/nd-methodist-district-safeguarding-training-4444573?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Hello everyone, 

 

As December is upon us, there are only two weeks left to book your spaces at 
Amplify. 

 

Spaces are available for children and young people aged 8-18* and for leaders 
until the end of Monday 22

nd
 December. Leaders covers both those who will be 

attending with their group, as well as those who want to come and help at the 
weekend (previously known as stewards). There are a range of roles available to 
suit different gifts and skills. 

 

Amplify will take at Whitemoor Lakes for the weekend of 6-8th March. It will be a 
weekend packed with activities to help young people from across our District to 
grow in relationship with one another and with God. Activities will include outdoor 
activities, crafts, games, discussions, music and more.  

 

Tickets are available here: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
wmmethodists/1877170 at the cost of £55 for young people and £10 for leaders. 

You can see our FAQs, briefing video, promotional materials and leaders' role  
descriptions here: Amplify - Shared Info 

• Young people who have turned 18 since September 2025 and who are at 
school year 13 are able to attend as young people. Those who are now                
finished at school and will be turning 19 during this academic year are wel-
come to come to Amplify as leaders. 

 

If you would like to have a further conversation about bringing a group or coming 
to help at Amplify, please get in touch with Charlotte who is more than happy to 
chat with you. Charlotte.scrivens@wmmethodists.org.uk  

  

Thanks, 

Charlotte  

  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/wmmethodists/1877170
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/wmmethodists/1877170
https://birminghamdistrict.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/DistrictTeam/IgAtxmAuEFe2S7rsk96XVaRUAXtIMxkzeCewiuCPyv-Rhio
mailto:Charlotte.scrivens@wmmethodists.org.uk


31 


